
SANORD 2026 INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

Hosted by the University of Namibia (UNAM) 

Theme: Reimagining Knowledge for Shared Development

DATES: 22 – 25 September 2026 

VENUE: Mercure Hotel, Windhoek Namibia



Welcome Message 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to Windhoek, where 
the University of Namibia is honoured to host the 2026 Southern 
African–Nordic Centre (SANORD) Conference. In Namibia, 
hospitality is a way of life; our people are warm, rooted in enduring 
traditions, and you will feel a sense of belonging among us.

The conference brings together scholars, practitioners, 
policymakers, and students from the Southern African and 
Nordic regions, and beyond, to explore innovative solutions to 
shared global challenges. 

Yet meaningful collaboration is, at its heart, a human endeavour. 
It asks of us empathy and openness of mind, respect for one 
another’s cultures and ways of knowing, ethical integrity, and 
the social courtesies that turn dialogue into understanding.

The 2026 theme, “Reimagining Knowledge for Shared Development”, invites this: 
collaborative knowledge production, inclusive research partnerships, and transformative 
higher education.

Come share our traditions, explore our landscapes, and engage with our research 
community. 

We look forward to connecting, collaborating, and creating lasting memories in Windhoek.

Prof. Dr. Kenneth Matengu

Vice Chancellor: University of Namibia



Conference Sub-Themes

•	 Health, Well-being, and Resilient Communities
•	 Economic Transformation, Entrepreneurship, and Future Skills
•	 Epistemic Justice, Social Justice, and Inclusive Knowledge Systems
•	 Governance, Policy Reform, and Collaborative Partnerships
•	 Innovation, Digital Transformation, and Emerging Technologies in Higher Education
•	 Global Citizenship, Multiculturalism, and Internationalisation of Higher Education
•	 Climate Change, Energy Transitions, and Sustainable Development

All the SANORD Conference venues and rooms indicated below are on the same premises. The 
premises comprise of two hotels and a conference centre:

•	 Mercure Hotel + various food/beverage venues

•	 Mövenpick Hotel + various food/beverage venues

•	 Windhoek International Convention Centre (WICC)

CONFERENCE VENUE
List of all conference venues and rooms.

All the venues and rooms indicated below are on the same premises.

Venue Room Name Function

Windhoek International 
Convention Centre (WICC) Omatako 1-4 Plenary / Main Conference Venue

WICC Ugab Secretariat / Local Organising 
Committee Office 

WICC Brandberg Breakaway Room

WICC Gamsberg Breakaway Room

WICC Kavango VIP / Dignitaries’ Lounge

WICC Kwando Meetings / Signing of Agreements

WICC Huab Prayer Room

WICC Auas Health Centre / Clinic

Mövenpick Hotel Ruacana Breakaway Room

Mövenpick Hotel  Zambezi Breakaway Room

Mövenpick Hotel  Sossusvlei Breakaway Room

Mövenpick Hotel  Etosha Breakaway Room

Mövenpick Hotel  Cape Cross Breakaway Room



SANORD WORKSHOPS
Synopsis of Workshops
Conference workshops across all days. Please register here: 

RSVP - Google Forms

Day Time Activity Venue

Wednesday,  
23 September

13:00 -  16:00 Mentorship Beyond 
Supervision: Building 
Supportive Research 
Cultures

Margrethe Bakstad Søvik, 
Selma Lendelvo, Saara 
Kamati, Kirsi Korpela

Video Conference, ILRC 
(Library), UNAM Main 
Campus

Wednesday,  
23 September

13:30 - 16:30 External funding / grant 
management / SANORD 
seed funding

Kristin Svarteit

Video Conference, ILRC 
(Library), UNAM Main 
Campus

Thursday,  
24 September

10:00 - 12:00 How can University 
administrators support 
research and education 
cooperation between 
SANORD partners?

Chevon Slambee and Elin 
Kvaale

WICC

Thursday,  
24 September

14:00 - 16:00 From Projects to Partnerships: 
Strengthening Africa–Nordic 
Collaboration through 

Networked Approaches 

Helin Backman Kartal et al., 
SASUF+ Project Manager

Video Conference, ILRC 
(Library), UNAM Main 
Campus



SANORD Official Meetings
Conference Meetings across all days.

Day Time Meeting Venue

Wednesday,  
23 September 12:30 - 16:30 Vice Chancellors’ Forum

Boardroom X233, 
X-Block, UNAM Main 
Campus

Wednesday,  
23 September 18:30 - 19:00

SANORD 20th Anniversary 

Celebration Gala Dinner
Omatako 1 – 4, WICC 

Thursday,  
24 September 09:30 - 11:30 Contact Persons Meeting

Boardroom X233, 
X-Block, UNAM Main 
Campus

Thursday,  
24 September 12:00 - 14:00 SANORD Board

Boardroom X233, 
X-Block, UNAM Main 
Campus

Thursday,  
24 September 16:00 - 18:00 SANORD Council

Boardroom X233, 
X-Block, UNAM Main 
Campus

Friday,  
25 September 12:00 - 15:00 SANORD Board Workshop

Video Conference, 
ILRC (Library), UNAM 
Main Campus



SANORD 2026 Conference Programme

DAY 1: TUESDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER
Conference Workshops, Parallel Presentations, Side Events & Meetings 

Time Details Venue

09:00 Registration WICC

14:00 – 16:10 Parallel presentations WICC

17:30 – 19:30 Welcoming Reception WICC
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DAY 2: WEDNESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 

Official Opening Ceremony: 08:30 – 11:00

Venue: Omatako 1-4, WICC

Director of Ceremonies: Dr. Marius Kudumo, Director: Corporate Engagement & 
International Relations, University of Namibia

Time Activity

08:00 Arrival of delegates

08:20 National and African Union Anthems

08:30 Welcome Remarks  
Prof. Dr. Kenneth Matengu, Vice Chancellor, University of Namibia

08:40 Remarks 
Ms. Stine Grønvold, SANORD Chairperson 

08:50

Address 
 “Twenty Years of Partnership and Knowledge Co-Creation: Advancing 
Research, Innovation and Sustainable Development through Equitable 
Global Collaboration”

Prof. Priscilla Baker, University of the Western Cape

09:10

Round table

“Knowledge, Democracy and the Future of Human Development.” 

Prof. Collin Stanley, Namibia University of Science and Technology;  
Eva Åkesson, Lund University; Sigmund Gronmo, University of Bergen;  
Prof.  Lesley Blaauw, University of Namibia

Moderator: Adv. Yvonne Dausab, University of Namibia

09:50 Interlude: UNAM Choir

10:00

Remarks:  
Dr Sanet Steenkamp, Minister of Education, Innovation, Youth, Sports, Arts and 
Culture TBC

Keynote Address  
Right Honourable Dr. Elijah Tjitunga Ngurare, Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Namibia TBC

10:20 African Union and National Anthems

10:30 – 11:00
Official Photo Session

Coffee Break



Plenary Session: 11:00 – 12:30

Chairperson: Dr. John Kamwi Nyambe, Associate Dean: School of Education,  
University of Namibia

Session Topic Venue

UNESCO REPORT: Global collaboration 
on transforming higher education: From 
“Knowledge Driven Action” (2022) till today’s 
UNESCO debate on visions for Higher Education 
and Research 

Omatako 1 to 4, 
WICC

11:00 – 11:05 Introduction: Professor Lise Rakner, University of 
Bergen

11:05 – 11:30
Guest speaker: Dr Peter J. Wells, Head of 
Education, UNESCO Regional Office, Harare, 
Zimbabwe  

11:30 – 12:00

SANORD Response: Kristoffer Chelsam Vogt, UiB 
and SANORD, Pricilla Baker, UWC and SANORD, 
Corli Witthuhn, University of the Free State (UFS)  
Prof. Grace Mugumbate, Midlands State 
University; Ms. Stine Grønvold, Chairperson of 
SANORD 

Short comments to the panel debate:  
Dr Peter Wells

Facilitator: Prof. José Frantz

12:00 - 12:15 Summary of the Main Talk and the Panel Debate: 
Prof. José Frantz

12:15 - 12:30 Final Remark: Prof. Stine Grønvold, Chairperson 
of SANORD

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch
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Poster Presentations
Time No Abstract / Presenter

15:20 - 17:20

1

Identification and Virulence Profiling of Uropathogens in Catheter-Associated Urinary 
Tract Infections: Need for Strengthening Infection Control and Patient Well-being in 
Limpopo Province

Maunye J

2
Regulating the unregulated: National law as a model for rights-based drug policy 
reform

Jitka Nykodemová

3
Legacy Lab: Bridging Indigenous Knowledge and Formal Curriculum through 
Community-Engaged Learning

Johanna N Neumbo

4
Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance in Hospital-Acquired Infections: Health 
System Challenges in Sub-Saharan Africa

Gcilitshana O

5
Equitable Access to Higher Education: A Model of Care Governance and Justice

Leslie Richards

6
Mental Health Burden, Comorbidities, and Psychosocial Support Among Adults with 
Diabetes in Limpopo Province, South Africa

SE Serakalala

7
Effective governance and policy reform in transforming UL’s internationalisation 
agenda for balanced partnerships with both the Global South and Global North

Tshepang Katlego Modipane

8
  Explainable AI for Climate-Smart Agricultural Decision Support: Interpreting Maize 
Yield Predictions in the Zambezi Region, Namibia

Jacqueline Mukupi, Theodora Kasani Mukaya

9
Men’s Experience of Abuse During Child- and Adulthood and Identification of Self as 
Perpetrator: A Cross-Sectional Study in Psychiatric Care

Lotta Sjögran

10
Eco-Social Policies for Sustainable Development: Linking Environmental and Social 
Wellbeing in Southern Africa

Newman Tekwa

11
Genomic Surveillance of Plasmodium Falciparum Drug Resistance Markers, 
Diagnostic Resistance, And Genetic Diversity in Northern Namibia (2017, 2020 - 2023)

Lydia Eloff

12
Towards Principals’ Transformational Leadership on School Success: An Auto-
Ethnography 

Moses Haufiku, Elizabeth Ndeukumwa Ngololo

13
Kgolo ya Thari

Weno Gorata Phatshwane

14
Bridging Ethnobotany and Modern Biochemistry: A Framework for Sustainable Health

Alleta Stembiso Lishivha

15

Conservation Agriculture Alters Soil Biological and Physical Properties in Smallholder 
Farming Systems of Northeastern Namibia

Hupenyu Allan Mupambwa; Elizabeth Aipanda, Petrus Ausiku, Martha K. Ikechukwu, 
Bethold Handura, Nguza Siyambango-Mulisa, Simon K. Awala



SANORD 20th Celebration Gala Dinner

Date Time Details Venue

Wednesday,  
23 September 18:30 – 22:30

SANORD 20th Celebration 

Gala Dinner
Omatako 1-4, WICC

DAY 3: THURSDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER

Chairperson: Prof. Priscilla Baker, SANORD Vice Chairperson 

Plenary: 08:30 – 09:30 

Session Topic Venue

Brian O’Connell SANORD Lecture
Reimagining Knowledge for Shared Development

Prof. Sigmund Gronmo, University of Bergen Omatako, WICC

Tea break: 09:30 – 10:00
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Poster Session and Networking: 15:30 – 16:30

Poster Presentations

Time No Abstract ID

15:30 - 16:30

16

Climate-Smart Land and Water Management Strategies as Pathways to Energy 
Transitions and Sustainable Development: Evidence from Small-Scale Farmers in 
Lupane District, Zimbabwe

Siphephisiwe Dube

17
Enhancing advanced knowledge and competence – International collaboration in 
the AfroRehab project
Annikki Arola, Graziella Van den Bergh

18
Optimising Organic Mulch Application for Climate-Resilient and Sustainable Tomato 
Production Under Semi-Arid Conditions

Keitumetse Delician Matsunyane

19
A Case study of Smart Cities & Villages: for Resilient & Sustainable Living

 F. Mekuria

20
A Transdisciplinary, Bottom-up Approach to Water Resource Law Design

Johanna Ohlsson

21
Assessing Digital Transformation Initiatives on academic progress in Tanzania Higher 
Education Institutions

Itiha Oswald Mwachande

22
First Step to Phosphorus Recovery from Dredged Sediments: Case of Malmfjärden Bay, 
Kalmar

Rumbidzai Mugwira

23
Between transformation and maintenance – the role of knowledgebase 
reconfiguration in the water utility sector

Erik Brattström

24
Reimagining Urban Spaces Through Photogrammetry and Digital Twin Technologies: A 
Case Study of the Main Mall in Gaborone

Segofalang Annah Sinaice

25

Preliminary Insights from an Ongoing Study on the Lived Social Experiences of LGBTQ+ 
Individuals in Accessing Social Protection Services in Zambia: Perspectives of Social 
Workers

Tamara A. Muyobela-Banda

26
Agriculture 5.0: Driving Sustainable Economic Transformation through Entrepreneurship 
and Future-Ready Skills Frameworks

Edith Matema and Mavis Soko

27
A pathway for international mobility in nursing education – experiences from the 
global south

Wanja Jørgense, Beate Holter, Gerd E.M. Nordhus

28
An AI-driven multi-factor authentication prototype for assessing digital literacy at the 
University of Namibia

Namhindo H, Ntinda M.N

29
Internationalisation in the Global South: A Case Study of the University of Limpopo’s 
Pathway to Global Citizenship

Tshepang Katlego Modipane

30 
Reconceptualising Teacher Preparedness for Inclusive Vocational Education in 
Namibia: A Multi-Level Perspective on Policy, Practice and Epistemic Justice

Malakia Jatileni

31
PhD Futures Africa: A model for innovative support

Kajsa Hallberg Adu



DAY 4: FRIDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER

Closing Programme
Director of Ceremonies: Dr. Romanus Shivoro, University of Namibia

Plenary: 08:30 – 09:15 

Session Topic Venue

Plenary Lecture

Future of Nordic–African Research Partnerships 

Prof. Lena Esklisson, Lund University;

Prof. Frednard Gideon; Namibia University of Science and 
Technology; 

Moderator: Prof. Rachael Jesika Singh,  
University of the Western Cape

Omatako 1 – 4

Policy Dialogue: 09:15 – 10:00

Session Topic Venue

Plenary Lecture

Universities, Policy, and Partnerships: Advancing 
Sustainable Development through Higher Education

Prof. Alfons Mosimane, University of Namibia

Moderator: Prof. Martha Ndeyapo Nickanor,  
University of Namibia 

Omatako 1 – 4

Coffee Break: 10:00 – 10:15

Awards & Announcements: 10:15 – 11:00

Session Details Venue

Awards & 
Announcement

	 SANORD 3-Minute Thesis Competition
Dr T. Singh 

	Announcement of the SANORD 2027 Conference 
Host

Omatako 1 – 4

Closing Ceremony: 11:00 – 12:00 SANORD Chairperson
Session Details Venue

Closing Remarks 	Ms. Stine Grønvold, SANORD Leadership
	Prof. Dr. Kenneth Matengu,  

Vice Chancellor: University of Namibia
Omatako 1 – 4

Lunch 12:00 – 13:00

13:30 – Excursions / Campus Visits


