
INTRODUCTION

The inescapable impact of the novel coronavirus disease of 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic on global health and human 
mobility caused by travel restrictions, closing of borders and lockdown measures to curb the spread of the virus, left 99 
893 migrants stranded in Southern Africa, and Namibia is no exception (IOM, 2020). The COVID-19 health emergency 
connected the University of Namibia (UNAM) as a Higher Education Institution (HEI) in an unprecedented way to be 
relevant and responsive to the needs of migrants during the COVID-19 pandemic. In response to disaster risk reduction, 
UNAM, through UNAM Cares as part of its moral imperative, conducted a rapid assessment on the needs of migrants 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This was sponsored by the Southern Africa Migration Management Project of the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the European Union. 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

What are migrants’ needs? What are their socio-economic vulnerabilities? What are their vulnerabilities to violence, 
exploitation and abuse? 

METHODOLOGY

Data collection included qualitative face-to-face interviews and quantitative questionnaires with 739 stranded and 
vulnerable migrants across Namibia. The analysis is based on qualitative and quantitative data collected by identifying 
the type of problems, needs and vulnerabilities that have emerged as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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FINDINGS: 

The preliminary findings of the rapid survey echoed three inter-locking 
crises for migrants: 
1) a health crisis, 
2) a socio-economic crisis, and 
3) a protection crisis as described by the UN Secretary (2020). 

CONCLUSION

The poster concludes and recommends that HEIs & key stakeholders 
in Namibia and globally do more:

• Scientific research & information consolidation on the early warning 
signs & earlier action to be taken on the impact of any disaster 
(e.g. COVID-19) on migrants. 

• Early action for all will assist governments, parastatals & private 
sector to collaborate with communities and nations to become 
resilient. 

• It will assist to inform and develop a better understanding of the 
evolving needs of migrants towards (re)designing and adaptation 
of tailored policies & practice interventions in meeting migrants’ 
needs.

• Ensure access to health services for all migrants.
• Engage local communities in Disaster Risk Reduction as scientific 

laboratories to inform policies & tailor response interventions
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